Despite the new record climate skeptics and the new U.S. Senate still hold that we can't tell why average global temperature has increased: article on the Senate position on pg. 5. A recent poll revealed that two thirds of Americans and nearly half of Republicans support government action on climate change. Apparently the change in outlook has not worked its way up to the Senate leadership.
Crude oil prices continued to decline during January as global production still exceeds demand. Saudi Arabia and the some of the Gulf states have indicated that they want to retain market share and will not cut production to rebalance the oil market. Some analysts believe that U.S. production will plateau within 6 months and that the oil market will start to rebalance by this summer. However, mid-term forecasts are that crude oil prices will remain low ($75 per barrel range) for several years. After declining for 7 or 8 years, lower gasoline, diesel and jet fuel prices, along with an improving economy, are causing U.S. fuel consumption to increase. Low fuel prices over the longer-term may make the Obama administration's greenhouse gas emission targets more difficult to obtain.
In a win for Hillsboro Oregon based Solarworld, the federal Dept. of Commerce reaffirmed the tariffs on Chinese and Taiwanese solar panels.
In Olympia the Carbon Pollution Accountability Act legislation (House bill 1314) had two hearings this week in front of the House Environment Committee. For information on HB1314 and access to the hearing videos follow this link: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1314&year=2015
Proceeds from the CPAA would fund education, transportation and low income programs: Related articles on page 8. 
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As noted on the previous page, 2014 has taken over the spot of warmest year in the historical instrumental record (since 1880 for the US). While higher temperatures do not necessarily create a drought (other meteorological factors contribute as well) they can certainly exacerbate drought conditions; by reducing snowpack in mountains, increasing water loses via evaporation and increasing the rate of evapotranspiration by plants. Lower snowpack levels in the mountains of the western part of the U.S. are impacting electric power generation, irrigation, municipal water supplies and the incidence of wildfires in the summer and fall. The west coast has suffered a higher than "normal" frequency of droughts over the last twenty years. The NOAA National Climatic Data Center monitors drought conditions in the U.S. and publishes several useful reports. Follow the link below to find additional information on drought conditions. Also check the National Geographic link, which contains outstanding graphical supplements, that covers the drought in California. Electricity, Petroleum & Natural Gas Prices
Energy Price Overview
During the first month of 2015 the price for West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude oil continued the decline that began during the summer of 2014. Since reaching its 2014 price peak during June WTI has declined by nearly 60 percent, or about $60 per barrel. Oil field drilling activity in the U.S., and presumably other high production cost regions, continues to decline. However, a large number of wells that were in mid development when the price decline began, continue to be completed and production continues to increase, albeit at a slower rate, and global production still exceeds demand.
During the last week of January U.S. gasoline and diesel prices averaged $2.04 and $2.87 per gallon respectively: down a few cents from the previous week and $1.26 and $1.01 per gallon lower than last year at this date. Washington state gasoline and diesel prices averaged $2.20 and $2.84 per gallon respectively. Gasoline and diesel prices usually reach their annual low points somewhere near the end of Nov. through end of Dec. This year, because of the extended and deep decline in crude oil prices, fuel prices continued their decline through January. Recent national fuel prices suggest the gasoline low price point may have been reached a couple of days ago.
The price for month ahead NYMEX natural gas declined in January to 2.98 per MMBtu: a $0.73 decrease from the previous month at this time. The price decrease occurred because of milder weather, increasing natural gas production and higher than anticipated gas inventories. Locally natural gas spot price at Kingsgate was $2.44 per MMBtu, down 97 cents from the price reported last month. Nationally there was a moderate natural gas storage draw of 94 Bcf last week. Gas storage levels are 2,543 Bcf about 3% below the 5-year storage average at this time. Because of the exceptionally warm winter gas storage in the West is running 1% ahead of the 5-year average. Energy Headlines -If you only have time to read a few articles-read these. 
